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Department of Civil Engineering 
CHRIST (Deemed to be University) 

Code of Ethics for Research and Publication 
Department of Civil Engineering, CHRIST (Deemed to be University) code of research and 
publications ethics applies to all areas of research including student projects and dissertations, 
doctoral research, research projects (Major research projects, minor research projects under 
RDC scheme, monographs, working papers) by all members of the department. (Staff and 
students) . 

The code of research and publications ethics applies to all faculty members, students, research 
scholars and visiting and emeritus researchers . 

1.1 Research conduct and research ethics 
The code applies to all research deliverables and output in whatever form irrespective of how 
it is funded. 

This document will outline departmental issues related to research conduct and ethics. 
1.2 Research conduct requirements 

Everyone involved in research in the department owes a duty of accountability to society, to 
their profession, to the University, to all participants in the research and to its funders. Staff 
must accept full responsibility for their own conduct of their research and the activities of all 
staff, students and others under their direction or supervision. 
Researchers must be honest and lawful in respect of their own actions in research and in their 
responses to the actions of other researchers. This applies to the whole range of research work, 
outputs and deliverables, including applying for funding, experimental design, generating and 
analysing data, publishing results, and acknowledging the direct and indirect contribution of 
colleagues, collaborators and others . Plagiarism, deception or the fabrication or falsification of 
results shall be regarded as research misconduct and a serious disciplinary offence. Researchers 
should declare and manage any real or potential conflicts of interest. 

1.3 Responsibility of Principal Investigators and Research Supervisors 
Principal investigators and research supervisors must take responsibility for the following: 

1. Researchers must ensure that research projects are ethically sound and have 
obtained all relevant statutory regulatory authorities before they commence; 



2. The safety of all involved in the research process, ensuring that the research is 
carried out in accordance with health and safety policies and legislative 
requirements; 

3. Ensuring that research is conducted in a suitable working environment with 
appropriate equipment and facilities; 

4. The integrity of the financial management of all research projects, and for 
seeking to provide the optimum value for the public or private funders who have 
invested in them including effective project management to agreed project plans 
and appropriate quality standards, as well as the timely delivery of any 
scheduled tangible outcomes; 

5. Management of research data in accordance with standard practices in Civil 
engineering; 

6. Undertaking of professional development appropriate to the research; 
7. Ensuring confidentiality in order to achieve protection of intellectual property 

rights where appropriate; 

8. Ensuring that research findings are suitably disseminated; 

1.4 Confidentiality 

Individual participant personal information obtained as a result of research is to be considered 
confidential and disclosure to third parties is prohibited with the exception of statutory 
notification as applicable to the particular research. The department encourages its researchers 
to make all research papers (including journal articles, conference proceedings, book chapters 
and similar material), where copyright allows, should be made available in an open access upon 
publication. 

1.5 Publications 

Researchers are encouraged to disseminate their research and research findings in an 
appropriate form, usually as papers in refereed journals. Publication and wider dissemination 
of research and research findings must be carried out responsibly and with an awareness of the 
consequences of dissemination in the wider media. 

1. A publication must contain appropriate reference to the contributions made by all 
participants in the relevant research; 

2. The research funder should be notified in advance when research might be published, 
publicised or disseminated; 
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